Textbook Topics: The 5 W’s and an H (5-4)

DIRECTIONS: It’s important to be aware of the five W;s and an H when reading factual information in textbooks and other reference materials. After reading each of th efollowing paragraphs, fill in the answers to the 5 W’s and an H that it contains. If one element is not included, mark a dash on the line for its answer. Each includes at least five of the six. You need not copy all the exact words. 

1. Calvin Coolidge became the 30th President of the United States in 1923. He was the vice president of Warren G. Harding, who died suddenly in August 1923, amidst rumors of government scandal and corruption. As Harding’s successor, Coolidge was known for his personal honesty and his belief in a sound economic policy and tax cuts. 

a. Who or What? 


b. Did What?


c. When?


d. Where?


e. Why?


f. How?



2. Founded in the U.S. in 1874, osteopathic medicine treats patients through the manipulation of their affected bones and muscles. Osteopathy is based on the theory that most ailments are due to the misalignment of bones or other conditions involving muscles and cartilage. 

a. Who or What? 


b. Did What?


c. When?


d. Where?


e. Why?


f. How?



3. In spite of association in many people’s minds, the Eskimos, though natives of cold far north, rarely spend their winters in igloos or snow huts like those so often pictured in storybooks. Instead, in winter Eskimos traditionally build shelters of sod, wood, or stone, while in summer they live in tents of caribou or seal skin. Who or What? 


a. Did What?


b. When?


c. Where?


d. Why?


e. How?



4. Part of a short but glorious period of American history, pony express riders careried the mail from Saint Joseph, Missouri, to Sacramento, California. Traveling some 2,000 miles in about eight days, they attained this spped by riding in a series of relays, changing horses and riders on each leg. Begun in 1860, the pony express was no longer needed in October 1881 when a transcontinental telegraph line offered even better communication. 

a. Who or What? 


b. Did What?


c. When?


d. Where?


e. Why?


f. How?


5. Based on the theory of continental drift proposed by German meteorologist Alfred Wegener in 1912, plate tectonics envisions the Earth consisting of a single super-continent, called Pangaea, 100 million years ago, instead of the seven continents and many islands we know today. Wegener based his theory on the apparent jigsaw fit of the coastlines of continents on opposing sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 

a. Who or What? 


b. Did What?


c. When?


d. Where?


e. Why?


f. How?



